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Using Cooperative Learning to Enhance Reading Comprehension
Students’ Ability of Khmer Subject in Grade 6
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ABSTRACT

This research investigates the use of cooperative learning methods to enhance
reading comprehension among sixth-grade students studying the Khmer language. The
primary objective is to improve students' reading comprehension skills in the Khmer language
through the application of a cooperative learning approach. The study employed a
guantitative, pre-experimental research desigh with a sample of 23 participants. The data
collection instruments were pre-test and post-test forms, which were based on three reading
lessons from the students' official curriculum textbook. The results show that the post-test
scores (mean = 7.02, standard deviation = 1.54) were significantly higher than the pre-test
scores (mean = 4.93, standard deviation = 1.72). Detailed analysis of specific skills revealed
improvements: Knowledge of new words increased from 0.80 to 0.95. Knowledge check
scores rose from 0.58 to 0.91. Summarization skills improved from 0.67 to 1.28. Conclusion-
drawing abilities increased from 2.76 to 4.15. A statistical analysis confirmed that the p-value
was less than 0.05 (P < .05), indicating that the use of cooperative learning methods led to a
significant improvement in students' reading comprehension abilities. The study concludes
that implementing cooperative learning is an effective strategy for improving reading

comprehension in Khmer language for sixth-grade students.

Key words: Cooperative Learning, reading ability, reading comprehension, 6th-grade Khmer
language.
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